Mr. Chairman, Minister Kovács, Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the pleasure on behalf of HUNAGI, the co-organiser of GSDI 6, to welcome you to Budapest and to express you our appreciation for accepting our invitation.

Let me briefly introduce HUNAGI, the Hungarian GI Association. It was founded in 1994 and presently has 58 member organisations and institutions representing the governmental, non-governmental, academic, education and private sectors. Its aim is to promote and stimulate the development and use of GI and its associated technologies, and to strengthen links with the international GI communities, especially with EUROGI and its member organisations in order to support the competitiveness via information transfer and institutional networking. It also facilitates joint ventures by organisation or direct involvement in international projects using GI as a tool.

The importance of the international co-operation in this field is inevitable. HUNAGI achieved good representation of the Hungarian GI community both on European and global levels. The Secretary General of HUNAGI is member of the Executive Committee of EUROGI, as well as the Steering Committee of the GSDI. HUNAGI has been bearing an important part in many international GI initiatives and projects, among them such GI infrastructure initiatives as the European Spatial Metadata Infrastructure (ESMI), the European Territorial Management Information Infrastructure (ETeMII), the Administrative Boundary Data Services for the Central and Eastern European Countries (ABDS for the CEEC), the INfrastructure for SPatial InfoRmation in Europe (INSPIRE) and so on.

HUNAGI was the organiser or the host of several international GI events such as the EU Workshop on Use of Cadastre in 2001. And now it is a great honour for us, that EUROGI trusted HUNAGI to receive the GSDI 6.

Finally let me say some words on the efforts of the Hungarian Government related to the GI infrastructure. Within the Hungarian Government there are two main co-ordination centres of information technology. The Prime Minister’s Office is responsible for the coordination of IT developments within the central government, and the new Ministry for IT and Communication is responsible for all other aspects of the information society. Regarding the GI technology the Prime Minister’s Office had a GI strategy elaborated in 1997. It laid special emphasis on the infrastructural aspects and the role of the state in creating the basic GI infrastructure. The Hungarian Government has a National Cadastre Program and a National Topographic Program. The Prime Minister’s Office has set up a governmental information locator system, named KIKERES, which is a metadata service of the governmental information resources on the Internet. Presently 76 000 metadata records are available of which 20 000 are GI metadata. The new Ministry is setting up a national data asset department which will be responsible for improving the Hungarian data infrastructure and for stimulating the increase of the data asset available on the Internet – including the geospatial data.

This is what I thought to share with you by this welcome address. I wish you all a successful conference, useful discussions, many new connections, a pleasant stay here in Budapest and a fine weather. Thank you for your attention.


